CHAPTER V!

Atrocities

IN the month of July 1875-, some peasants of Bosnia and
Herzegovina revolted against the Turks, who treated their
Infidel subjects like dogs. The episode seemed trifling; but
it grew. The impotence of the Porte was astounding; to
collect a couple of thousand men and dispatch them into
Bosnia seemed to require a military genius who could not be
found; and money too was wanting. In every Balkan village
secret committees, organized by the Russian Orthodox
brotherhood of Cyril and Methodius, kept up an anti-
Turkish agitation. The Russians were prompted by two
forces. One was sentimental: they were racial brethren,
and in great part religious brethren, of the Bulgars, Serbs,
and Roumanians. The other, political: they had need of
access to the Mediterranean and were anxious to reach
there, either by obtaining the mastery of Constantinople
and the Straits, or by emancipating the Bulgars and Serbs,
who would then, under Russian protection, form vassal
principalities.

There was nothing in the world which Disraeli dreaded
more than to see the Russians in the Mediterranean. The
first axiom of British policy for him had been the mainten-
ance of free communications with India and Australia.
Now, overland, these communications were possible only
through a friendly Turkey; by sea, they had to be made
through the Suez Canal, a highly vulnerable point if the
Turkish Asiatic provinces were in the hands of a hostile
nation. The part played by the Russians in this affair
seemed highly suspect; their designs might well be wide-
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